Metastasis of cervical esophageal carcinoma to the temporal bone--a study of the temporal bone histology.
A 49-year-old male developed left abducens nerve palsy as a result of metastatic spread of carcinoma of the cervical esophagus to Rouviere's node and infiltration of the petrous portion of the left temporal bone. Postmortem temporal bone histology revealed that cancer cells had invaded the greater superficial petrosal nerve (GPN), lesser superficial petrosal nerve, tensor tympani muscle (TTM) and the skin covering the anterior wall of the left external auditory meatus. These findings suggest that the carcinoma metastasized from the cervical esophagus to Rouviere's node and directly invaded the middle cranial fossa and then the temporal bone, and further infiltrated the middle ear via perineural invasion.